Discussion Questions- Bangla (P. Bhuiyan, 2019)


Cast
Phaim Bhuiyan- Phaim
Carlotta Antonelli- Asia
Simone Liberati- Olmo (Asia’s dad)
Shaila Mohiuddi- Navila (Phaim’s sister)
Nasima Akhter- Nasima (Phiam’s mom)
Rishad Noorani- Shipon (Phiam’s dad)


[bookmark: _GoBack]1) Bangla is a coming-of-age rom-com. Yet, this film has been praised as “EXTRA-ordinary.” What is so remarkable about this film? (Quickly research the director/co-screenwriter/protagonist and the reception of Bangla). Do you think this genre is effective and appropriate for discussing polarizing topics like migration and second-generation Italians?












2) Describe the configurations of family represented in this film. Do they mirror representations of Italian families/families in Italy that we’ve discussed thus far? How so?










3) Do you think there is significance to certain character’s names (i.e. “Asia,” “Olmo”)?






4) How do you interpret the following exchange between Phaim and Asia?
P: “People say we’re all the same. But that’s bullshit. We’re all very different.”
A: “Thank God for that!”












5) In designing this course I wanted to think through current but also future possibilities for “viewing” Italy and Italian identities (hence the gerund in the course title). What do you make of Phaim’s claim that he doesn’t fear the future (“the future doesn’t exist”) and instead focuses his attention on the present (“The present, though, it is a mess. A truly beautiful mess.”).












6) Describe one of the key scenes in this film. How does this scene relate to course content?
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