Discussion Questions- The Pirahnas (Roberto Saviano, 2016, excerpts) 



1) Why is this chapter titled “The New Maharaja”?










2) Summarize the history and hierarchy of the criminal organization introduced in “The New Maharaja.” Try to sketch a diagram that represents the hierarchy. How is this hierarchy maintained? 

















3) Describe the relationship between Nicolas and Letizia (as it is presented in “The New Maharaja” and “Training”). Does it adhere to conventions of a specific socio-cultural model and/or code?















4) “Training” incorporates a handful of exchanges between characters of different generations and ethnicities. Describe one of the exchanges in detail, relating it to course content (e.g. Youth/Aging Cultures, The Boys of Rione Sanità).
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5) What does the following excerpt reveal about the characters and “the social and environmental reality that produces them[?]” 

Dentino and Briato’ no longer knew how to dampen the tension. Dentino could feel the pistol barrel, he’d shoved it into his crotch and it was scratching at his ball sack. He liked it. He felt as if he were wearing a suit of armor, as if he were more than himself. There was a small group sitting next to them, and in exchange for the joints that the paranza was passing around, they offered slugs of rum and pear juice. Dentino and Briato’ were ripped on alcohol and hash. The piazza was starting to empty out. A few members of the paranza were answering their phones, replying to their parents’ questions with lies: “Ma, don’t worry, really, Mamma. No, I’m not out in the streets, I’m at Nicholas’s house, I’ll be home later.”  (p. 211-12).












6) Why do you think Saviano decided to title this book La paranza dei bambini? Does the translated title, The Piranhas, capture the same mood and message? What do you make of the author’s note? What about the translator’s note? 
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