Discussion Questions- CMBYN (L. Guadagnino, 2017) 


Cast
Armie Hammer			Oliver
Timothée Chalamet		Elio

Michael Stuhlbarg		Mr. Perlman
Amira Caser			Annella Perlman
Esther Garrel			Marzia
Victoire Du Bois		Chiara
Vanda Capriolo			Mafalda


1) What is the significance of the title? Does the identification/lack of identification between the title and co-protagonists remind you of our discussion of Io e lei (Me, Myself and Her)? How So?










2) Reflect on the setting and historical context. CMBYN film was released in 2017, but it is set in 1983. Why this temporal distance? This film begins in the summer and closes in the winter. Is there any significance to this change in season? Think about the characters’ narrative arcs, as well as LGBTQ+ rights, identities, and histories.











3) Why are so many different languages spoken in CMBYN? Is this film “Italian”? Does it represent LGBTQ+ identities/communities in Italy? Which characters are able to navigate among multiple linguistic registers? In which situations/contexts do they do this?



[bookmark: _GoBack]4) Is there particular significance ascribed to Elio’s and Oliver’s Jewish heritage? Why does CMBYN end with Elio’s family celebrating Hanukkah? Mediate, specifically, on the historical and cultural significance of this festival.









5) The co-protagonists’ narratives end quite differently (i.e. Oliver places a long-distance phone call to the Perlman residence; Elio is filmed in a long take until he eventually breaks the fourth wall and stares directly into the camera). Place the characters’ respective narratives in context with (a) their understanding and exploration of their sexuality/ sexual orientation and (b) their diverse family dynamics.









6) Describe one of the key scenes in this film. How does this scene relate to course content?










7) Select a review written for an English-language audience. What key topics are addressed in this review? Does the reviewer make any points that surprise you? Think about the political/cultural bent and the readership (targeted audience) of the journal/newspaper/magazine the published this review.

(a) The Guardian
(b) The Washington Post
(c) Rolling Stone
(d) The Wall Street Journal
(e) The New Yorker
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