Discussion Questions- “Imagined Communities”


1) Why does Anderson conceive of nations as “imagined”? What are the three ways Anderson describes the nation as imagined? How does he define each component? (p.49-50)







2) What are the three origins of nationalism? (p.52)






5) What are the three origins of national consciousness? (p.52-56)






6) According to Anderson, how did print languages lay the bases for national consciousness? (p. 56-58). 
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7) In his discussion on print languages, Anderson insinuates that a precursor to nationalism is community-wide literacy. Do you agree? If so, why must a community share literacy/a language in order to become a nation? How does literacy/a shared language affect one’s ability to imagine a community? Does the advent of other media (including visual media/ social media have an impact?
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