Discussion Questions- Pranzo di Ferragosto (Mid-August Lunch, G. Di Gregorio, 2008)


Cast
Gianni Di Gregorio- Gianni
Valeria De Franciscis- Gianni’s mom
Marina Cacciotti- Marina
Maria Calì- Maria
Grazia Cesarini Sfroza- Grazia



1) Quickly research Ferragosto. What does this tradition entail? Why is it so important to Italian culture? Why is it significant for Di Gregorio’s film? How does this tradition relate to the configurations of family represented Pranzo di Ferragosto? Do these configurations mirror representations of Italian families/families in Italy that we’ve discussed thus far? How so?













2) Gianni Di Gregorio is the director, protagonist, and co-screenwriter of Pranzo di Ferragosto.
Non-professional actors predominantly portray the senior female characters of this film. Do you think these casting choices are important? Do they permit more authentic representations of aging in Italian media? Does the premise of the film stereotype generally held perspectives about aging? Consider where many of the scenes are set.












3) There are lots of close-ups on hands and faces. What is the significance of this cinematic choice?
 










4) Imagine that you are pitching an original screenplay/film on representations of aging in Italy. Would you make similar/different casting choices to those made by Di Gregorio? Why? What would be the premise of your film? Would you accentuate stereotypes? Would you present senior characters in an innovative light? How might your film respond the demographic crisis in Italy? Think about the Mazzola reading and the PBS clip.

















[bookmark: _GoBack]5) Describe one of the key scenes in this film. How does this scene relate to course content?
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